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ow that the Coronation Durbar will soon be an accom- 





plished fact, everybody is able to perceive and appre- 


ciate the deep moral, politicaland historical significance of the 


ا 


| grand idea which it is one of the happiest inspirations of 
| genius on the part of His Excellency the Viceroy to have | 


| coneerved and which will find its most magnificent expression 


at Delhi on the 1st January 1903. In our national life the 


| evont will always he memorable as a symbol and pledge of our 
| vital and enduring connection with the mightiest Empire 


known to history, It will bring home to our minds the im- 


mense progress which India has made both in material 


| resourees and in science and art during the last hundred and 


fifty years of British rule. Most of the progress doubtless 


belongs to the reign of Queen-Empress Victoria, whose great 


Proclamation is the magna charta of our rights and liber- 
ties, and whose memory will abide with us as long as our 


mee endures. In her worthy son and successor we have, 


we rejoice to think, a sure pledge and promise that the same 


policy of benign justice and generous regard for our welfare 
which has made her name immortal, will be continued, and 
that in his glorious reign India will rise even to higher emi- 
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nenee of progress than any she has yet attained, 11 18 only 
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ito that the Corouation of His Most Gracious Majesty | 


党 
should be celebrated in this country too and Lord Curzon 
will carry out this universal wish of the Indian people ina 
manner that is sure to win the admiration of the whole world. 
To commemorate in my own humble way this most 


auspicious occasion, I have in this book attempted to 


emphasise the benevolent and enlightened character of the 


British Government, by giving short biographical sketches, 


ን 


E 


accompanied (as far as possible), with the portraits, of all 
the ruling chiefs and princes, and distinguished personages 


who have received from Government titles or other marks of 


ቋ 


` distinction, and of men famous in ¡terature, science, art and 
| other spheres of public utility, living in the reign of His Most 
Gracious Majesty, and represeniing 111 their respective 


spheres, all that is good and great in the Indian Empire, 


which we with pardonable pride look upon as "° the miyhtiest 


gem in the British Crown.” There is no single book 


‘in the whole Vernacular Literature of the country which 


vives the sort of information that has been here collected 
4 


and although there are one or two books in English that 


have a similar aim, yet the accounts of chiels and princes 


given in them are too summary, an d beyond genealogical, 
possess little biographical interest. Besides which on the 
one hand, they can not be called quite up-to-date, they are on 


the other, much narrower in their scope, inasmuch as they 


take no account of a considerable number of eminent men | 
who by their ability or public servico, deserved notice. In | 


this book I have tried to avoid such shortcomings, and in 
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order to secure for it a larger public, 1 have compiled it in 


Urdu which is admittedly the lingua franca of India, 


In June 1902, I issued a prospectus of the '“Sabifa-1- 
Zarrin,” to most of the distinguished personages whose lives 
adorn its pages, and the response with which it met was 
most encouraging. Among the very first to encourage me 
in my enterprise lam bound to mention the names of 
Prince Mirza Sulaiman Qadr Bahadur of the Oudh Royal 


family, their Highnesses the Nawal vb Sahib of J یج‎ ۳ ۱ 


a great Urdu scholar and patron of learning), x who! ‚cnored . 


ine by writing to me most appreciative letters about my un- 
dertaking. Thus encouraged, I issued another more detailed 
prospeetus in July which was most favou ‘ably received in 
every part of India and letters and biographical notices, and 
portraits began to pour in from such far distant places, as | 
Kashmere and Peshawar in the North, Trivandrum and Mala--} 
barin the South, Parikud and Talcher in the East, and Jasdan 
aud Limri in the West. Even outside India, the enterprise 
met with a most hearty reception among the British subject. 
and allies who did me the honor of sending their biographies 
and portraits. I have been the recipient of this favour from 
Baluchistan, Dir, and Swat on the frontier, from Berbera in 
Africa, from Shibir and Makalla in Arabia, from Tehran 10 


Persia. I have been equally fortunate in securing the patron- 


age of the most eminent representatives of the British 


Government, among whom my most respectful thanks are 























due to His Excellency Lord Curzon, Viceroy and Governor- 
General of India, for his gracious permission to make use of 
his photograph and to His Excellency Lord Nortlieote, Gover- 
nor of Bombay, His Excellency Lord Ampthill, Governor of 
Madras, His Honour Sir James John Digges LaTouche, Lieu- 
tenant-Governor of the United Provinces of Agra and Qudh, 
His Honor Sir Charles Rivaz, Licutenant-Governor of the Pun- 
jab, the Honourable Mr. J. B, Fuller, Chief Commissioner of 
Assam, the Honourable Colonel Yates, Agent to the Governor- 
General in Baluchistan, for the gracious gift of their pho- 
torraphs for inclusion in the Sahifa-i-Zarrin. The obliga- 
tions of the Political Agents and the Native Chiefs upon 
me in connection with the undertaking are deep and 1 
can not be sufficiently grateful to them. The lament- 
ed death of Sir John Woodburn has aroused feelings of 
universal grief throughout India, but in Oudh where the 
best part of his life was spent and which he visited only 
a few months ago to witness the ceremony of the unveiling 
of the Statue of the late Sir Man Singh of Ajoodhya, at 
Lucknow, (on which occasion he was pleased to express 
his appreciation of my scheme and promise to favour me with 
his photograph) his loss has been felt as a personal sorrow. 
፲ have included in the book the portrait of the late Lieu- 
tenant-Governor of Bengal, invested as it is with feclings of 
deepest grief for the death of a true friend of our country, 
and of undying gratitude for the great services he rendered 


to us when alive. 


In preparing the bouk I have spared no pains, although 
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possible, 





the undertaking besides being expensive was beset with 
humerous difficulties. The biographical accounts received 
from various quarters were in almost all the dialects spoken 
in India, These had to be translated and put into pro- 
per shape aud for thisa numerous staff of competent men had 
to be employed. The extent of the work may be judged 
from the fact that the book as it now stands deals with 
113 ruling states which are entitled to salutes and no 8 
than 337 other states of more or less importance. Al- 
though the number of biographies is more than two thou- 


sand, every care has been taken to bring them up-to- date. 








In compiling the--biographies of chiefs and princes I have 


had to refer to histories, pamphlets, Government records 





n 
from responsible persons. The family history of each 
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wspapers, and numerous bits of information gathered 





native chief is given and the earliest connection of 1 
State with the British Government is traced. The artistic 
portion of the book had to be executed under con- 
siderable di ficulty as a good many of the photographs 
received besides being of various sizes and post ons were 
faded and could not be easily reproduced, and all the por- 
traits had to be printed separately from“ plates and inserted | 
'aphy to which they belonged as was 























as close to the biog 


፲፻ was suggested to me by some of my friends and 
patrons that I should insert in the book the biographies 
hi ` Newul 











and portraits of my lamented ， father, Mans 




















































tain the al‏ 00 اہی 
Kishore, C. 1. E., and my humble self. I am deeply thankful |‏ | 

to each pre 
to them for this suggestion but while lam unable to avail | 
۰ 7 、， a | any mune b 
myself of it in regard to myself for the simple reason that | : 


I do not consider myself worthy to stand beside the distin- - In spite 
guished men who figure in the Look, in the case of my book, it is n 
father I have gladly adopted it. The readers will find a be more ap 
short sketch of his career and his portrait in the concluding . | Leven such ı 
pages of the book. Munshi Newul Kishore’s name is one | | | without the 


of the most cininent in ቲከፀ history of the Vernacular pub- 





| ance which 

in th untry. 18 his life-time he | | 20207 
lishing enterprise in this country In hi | | many of th 
plished more than four thousand kooks including such o 5 
published more than four thous: 1 | | the public 


dais a 
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7 m ortant work AS T odd’s Rat astan, L ife of 1. ord Lawrence, | re Pcia 
imp é j | my mes 






History of Egypt, Wallace Russia of which he published - | — 


| not only the Urdu version but also Persian, Hindi, Bengali 





፤ | | feelings of 
and Gurmukhi versions, He published tran dations of the}. 





abiding reg; 





| speeches of the Viceroys and the Lieutenant-Governors and country. 1 
| of an important work on surgery llaj-1-P: armahaly Urdu trans» | 


ie‏ ل لا 


| degree, the 
ation of Dr. Oshorne's, First aid to the injured, for which he | | 


th 6 m feel 1 
| British rule 
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| obtained the gracious permission of the late lamented Que 
| Empress Victoria. He also published an Urdu translation | 
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| fromthe Arabic of Ave cina’s great work on medicine, 





The 
| Fisana Azad the fi irs | and greatest Urdu novel yet written 
| was produced under his. Patronage. 















| 0 8966 parts which again: aro 
Pob. divided | into, sections. dealing: یت‎ marately w ith | enc h pro- 0 


ይፍ او‎ de #4. 


vince. Althougiy 1 have dev oted the first two parts to ruling ۱ 
۱ princes and chiefs and the third part to other eminent per 


1 have aided the 6 a 








-sonages, yet for obvious reasons 51 have been unable. to main- |. 
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tain the alphabetical order but an index has been added 


to each provincial section to enable the reader find out 


0 


any name belonging to that particular section, 


In spite of every pains [have taken in ۵ this 
book, it is not, 1 freely own, free from defects, which will 


be more apparent to other eyes than they are to mine ; but 


> # 


even such asit is 1 would not have been able to produce 1t, 
without the generous encouragement and the active assist- 


ance Which from ile very beginning 1 have received from 
many ofthe native chiefs and princes, no less than from 


the public at large. To all my supporters a nd patrons 


my most grateful thanks are due for having enabled me to 


execute a work which I was prompted to undertake by my 


3 0 ቼ . ፌኤ ር ጊብ ۲ ale | ን እ den eal | وین‎ 0 ١ 
feelings of loyal devotion to the British Crown and of 


abiding regard for all that is great and noble in my own 


country, If it serves to gratify in however humble a 


degree, the same fe elings in my countrymen and to make 


them feel proud of the high position they occupy under the 


British rule, 1 shall feel myself amply rewarded. 


Monaris MUNzIZ : PRAG NARAIN BHARGAVA. 





25th December 1902. 
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